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OS within the curriculum
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Introduction to 
and training of 

skills

Specialization in 
selected topics

Overview: Replication 
crisis and research 

practices

Formr training as a part of the 
course “Research in 

Personality Psychology” (BA)

Usage in later thesis 
projects (BA/MA)



Teaching about formr

1. What is formr?

2. Introduction to the software’s structure and 
components

3. Learning by doing: Implement an own study
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What is formr?
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- Open source survey software: Using R and other
languages

- Modular design

- Can be used to create complex online studies:
- Diary studies
- Peer/partner rating studies
- Ego-centered social networks
- Simple surveys 
- …
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What is formr?



Structure and Components

Surveys

• Create 
items from 
a 
spreadsheet

Runs

• Create and 
control the 
study 
elements

R package

• Work with 
formr data
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today



Structure and Components
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Surveys

The 
spread-
sheet



Structure and Components
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Runs

Exemplary 
scheme

Study

Run

Survey 1
Skip-

Forward
Survey 2 Stop



Structure and Components
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Runs:

Minimal 
set-up

Survey

Stop point

Add to run



Structure and Components
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Runs

User’s view



Learning by doing

1. Each student gets a formr account

2. Everyone receives a template for a 
survey spreadsheet and the task to 
add items

3. Each student creates a run 
(=“study”) that contains the survey

4. After (internal) data collection, the 
whole group has a look on how 
users can be managed and how 
results are stored in formr
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Study

Run

Surv
ey 1

Skip-
Forw
ard

Surve
y 2

Stop



Want to try on your own?
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• Get an account:

– Sign up at https://formr.org/register

– Write an email to the formr administrators to gain the right to create 
studies

• Read the documentation (https://formr.org/documentation)

• Explore different item types by cloning and uploading this 
spreadsheet provided by the administrators: all_widgets

https://formr.org/register
https://formr.org/documentation
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vXJ8sbkh0p4pM5xNqOelRUmslcq2IHnY9o52RmQLKFw/edit#gid=1611481919
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